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now woman go Leave this house

at once
Geoffrey reached town a little before 11

clock that night a haunted roan haunted
for life by a vision of that face still lovely in
death floating alone upon the deep and com-
panioned

¬

only by the screaming mews or
perchance now sinking or sunk to an unfath ¬

omable grave Well might such a vision
haunt a man the man whom alone of all
men those cold lips had kissed and for whoso
dear sake this dreadful thing was done

He took a cab directing the driver to go to
Bolton street and to stop at his club as he
passed There might be letters for him there
he thoughtsomething which would distract

5 bis mind a little As it chanced there was a
letter marked private and a telegram-
both had been livered that evening the
porter said the former about an hour ago by
hand

Idly ho opened tho telesr rr It was from
his lawyers

Your cousin the child George Bingham
is as we have just heard dead Please call
on us early tomorrow morning-

Ho started a little for this meant a good
deal to Geoffrey It meant a baronetcy and
eight thousand a year more or less How de-

lighted Honoria would be he thought with
a sad smile the loss of that large income had
always been a bitter pill to her and one
which she had made Mm swallow again and
again Well there it was Poor boyI he
had always been ailingan old mans child

He put the telegram in his pocket and got
Into the hansom again Thero was lamp in
it and by its light he read the letter It was
from the prime minister and ran thus

Air DEAR BIKGHAM have not seen you
since Monday to thank you for the magnifi-
cent

¬

speech you made on that night Allow
me to add my congratulations to those of

t everybody else As you know the under sec ¬

retaryship of the hone office is vacant On
behalf of my colleagues and myself I write to
ask if you will consent to fill it for a time I
say for a time for we do not in any way con-

sider
¬

that the post is one commensurate with
your abilities It will however serve to give
you practical experience of administration
end us the ad vantage of your great talents toi

an even larger extent than we now enjoy
For the future it must of course take care of
itself but as you know Sir s health i

is not all that could be desired and the other
day he told me that it was doubtful if he
would be able to carry on the duties of the
attorney generalship for very much longer-
In view of this contingency I venture to sug-
gest

¬

that you would do well to apply for silk
as soon as possible I have spoken to the lord
chancellor about it and he says that there

I will be no difficulty as although you have
only been in active practice for so short a
time you have a good many year standing
as a barrister Or iif this prospect onot
plea doubtless some other opening to the
cabinet can bo found in time The fact is

I that jwo cannot in our own interest overlook
you for lo-

nGefrey smiled again aho finished this
letter Who could havebelioved a year ago
that he would havo ben today in a position-
to receive such an epitle from the primemin-
ister of England Ah here wa the luck of

= the drowned ones shoe with a vengeance
And what was it all worth thim now

He put tho letter in his pocket with the
telegram and looked out They were turn-
ing into Bolton street How was Ifcttle Efelwondered The child seemed all was
left him to care for I anything happened-
to her Uah ho would not think of it

He was thero now How is Miss EffieP
bo asked of the servant who opened the door

r At that moment his attention was attracted
by the dim forms of two people a man and a

i woman who were standing notfar from the
area gate the man with his arm round the
womans waist Suddenly the woman ap
peared to catch sight of tho cab and retired
swiftly down the area It crossed hL mind
that her figure was very like that of Anne
the French nurse

MisEQie is doing nicely sir I am told1
answered the man

Geoffrey breathed more freely Where is
t her ladyship ho asked in Miss Effios

room
Xo sir answered the man ker ladyship

has gone to a balL She left this note for you
in case you should come in U

Ho took the note from the hall table and
opened

DEAK GEOFTKETV it ran Eilie is sp much better that I have mado up my mind
I t go to the duchess bal after all She
1 would be so disappointed did not come and-

y dress iquite lovely Had your mysteri-
ous

¬

business anything to do with Bryngely1
Yours loolShe would go Of to a ball bemo

thers funeral aid Geoffrey to himself as
be walked up t ElHeb room Well it is
her nature and theres an end of itHo knocked at ilie door of Effies room
Thee was no answer so he walked in TIm

a room was lighted but eptno not quite
On the floor clothed only white night-
shirt lay his little daughter to all appear-
ance dead

I With something like an oath ho sprang to
her and lifted her The face was pale and

I the small hands ere cold but the bret was
I still hot and levered and t heart heat A
t glance showed him what had happened The

child being left alone and feeling thirsty
bad got cut of bed and gonetthe water hot ¬

ethere was tumblercn the floor Then
weakness had ovecme and she had faintci

fniuted upon the cold floor with the Inlm¬

mation stion her
At moment Anne entered the room

sweetly murmuring Ca va bien cherie
Help mo to put the child into bed saidI

Geoffrey sternly Now ring the bell ring
it again I

And noWwoman gol Leave this house
at once this very night Do you hear metf
2 ojdont stop targus Look herel I Ithat
child dies I will prosecute ofor manslaugh-
ter

¬

> yes I saw you in the street and he took-
a step toward her Then Anne fle1 and ber
face was seen no more in Bolton sweet or in-

deed
¬

in thicountry
ame si Geoffrey to the servant

send tho up here sho is a sensible wo
S caaul and do you take a hansom and drive to

a tho doctor and tellhitn tcome here ac oura

I <

a

I

I

and if you can not find him go for another
doctor Then go to the nurses home near
St James station and get a trained nurse

tel them one must bhad Iromsaniew hero I

instantly-
Yes sir And shall I call for her ladyship I

at the duchesss sir
No he answered frowning heavily do

not disturb her ladyship Go now I

Tat setdes it1 said Geoffrey as tho man

went Whatever happens Honoria and I I

must part I have done with her2
He had indeed though not in the way he

met It would havo been well for Honoria

iher husbands contempt had not prevented i

from summoning her from her pleasure
The cook came up and between them I

brought the child back to life
She opened her eyes and smiled I that

you daddy she whispered for dol remsl1 I

Yes dear it is I
Where has you been daddyto see Aunt

Beatrice
Yes love he said with a gasp
Oh daddy my head do feel fminy buYl

dont mind now you is co eback You wont
go away no more will you daddy I1

No dear no more 1
l

j

After that she began to wander a little
and finally dropped into a troublesleep

Within half an hour the doctor and
the nurse arrived The former listened toli

Geoffreys taje and examined the child
Sho may pull through it he said she

has got a capital constitution but Ill telyou what it isif she halain another min ¬

ute in that draught would have been
an end of her You came in tho nick of time
And now if I were you I should go to bed
You can do no good here and you look dread-
fully

¬

ill yourself-
But Geoffrey shook his head Ho said ho

would go downstairs and smoke a pipe He
did not wanttgo tbed at present he was
too tired

Meanwhile the ball went on merrily Lady
Honoria never enjoyed herself mbro in her
life She reveled in the luxurious gayety j
around her like a butterfly in the sunshine 1

How good it all wasthe flash of diamonds-
the odor of costly flowers the homage of
well bred men the envy of other women
Oh it was a delightful world after allthat
iswhen one did not have to exist in a flat
near the Edgeware road But heaven be
praised thanks to Geoffreys talhts there
was an end of flats and misery After all he
was not a bad sort of husbandt though in
many ways a perfect mystery to her As for
his little weakness for the Welsh girl rely
provided that there was no scandal
not care twopence about

Yes I am so glad you admire it think
it is rather anice dress but then I always say
that nobody in London can make a dress like
Mme J11e5 Oh no Geoffrey didnot choose
it he thikof other things

Wel sure you ought to be proud of
him Lady Honoria said the handsome
guardsman to whom she was tahltingthsey
say atme5s that ho isone of the cleverest men
in England I only wish I had a fiftieth part
of his brains

Oh please do not become clever Lord Atleigh please dontor I shall really give you
up Cleverness is all very wel but it isnt
everything you know Ye will dance if
you like but you must go slowly to be quite
honest I am afraid of tearing my lace in this
crush Why I declare thero is Garsington
my brother you know and she pointed to a
small red haired man who was elbowing his
way toward them I wonder what he wants
It is not at all in his line to come t b lsYou know him dont you Heos always rac-
ing horses like you

I But the guardsman had v nishe For
reasons of his owhe did not wis1 to meet
Garsington Perhaps he too ben a

11member of a certain club
Oh there you are Honoria said her

brother I thought I should be sure to find
you somewhere in this beastly squash Look
here I have something to tell you

Good news or bad said Lady Honoris
playing with her fan Iit is bad keep it
for I am enjoying myself very much and I
dont want my evening spoiled

Trust you for that Honoria but look
here its jolly good about agood as can be
for that prig of a husband of yours What
do you think That but of a boy the son of
old Sir Robert Bingham and the cook or some
one you know is

Not deadnot dead said Honoria in
deep agitation i

Dead aditch water replied his lord-
ship I heard it at tho club There was n
lawyer fellow dining with somebody thero

I

and they got talking about Binghmn when
j the lawyer said Oh hes Sir Geoffrey Bing
I ham now Old Sir Roberts heir is ded 1

i saw the telegram myself
I
I Oh this is t good tobe true
saul Honoria Why it means eighf thou

I sand a y ear to us
I
I I told you it was pretty good said her
I brother You ought to stand mo a com
mission out of the swag At any rar lets

j110 and drink to thejiews Come on time-
II supper and Im awfully done I must
screw myself up

I Lady Honoria took his arm Athey
walked down the wide flowerhungstair they
met a very great person indeed coining up

I All TAy Honoria sid the great per-
son

¬

I bac something to say thatwi please
you I think and ho benc and

I spoke very low then with a little bow
passed en-

What is the old by talking about asked
I her brother

nlJ what do you think We aio in-

luckJ way totight He says that they are
offering Geoffrey the under secretaryship of
the home office

I Hell bo 1 bigger prig than ever n vt
growled Lord Garsington Yes iti luck

j
I though let us hope it wont turn
i They tat down to supper and Lord Gar
siugtou who had already been dining helped
himself pretty freely to champagne Before

I them was a silver candelabra and on each of
the candles was fixed a little painted paper
shade One of them got wrong and nfoot
man tie to reach over Lord Garsingtons
head Iml put it straight-

Ill tdo it he said
No no let the man said Lady Honoria

Look it is going to catch fire

I
Nonsense ho answered rising solemnly

and reaching his arm toward the snade As-

h touched it it caught fire indeed by
I touching it he caused it to catcir fro He
seized hold of it and made an effort to put it
out hut it burned his fingers

Curse the thing I hosaidaloud and threw
it from him It fell flaming in his sisters
dress among the thickest of the filmy iaces
they caught and instantly two wreathing
snakes of fire shot up her She splngflm-
her seat and rushed
room an awful mass of fame

j In ten more minutes Ldy Honoria had
left this world and ui its pleasures to those
who still lveto theln

Au passed Geoffrey stl8t brood-
ing heavily over his pipe in study in Bol
ton street and waiting for Honoria when a
knock came this door The servants had
gone to bed all except the sick nursed Jq rose
and opened it himself A little red haired
palo faceman staggered in

Garsingtou is it you sWhat do
you want at this hour J

Screw yourself up Bingham Ive some ¬

J

t

thing to tell you he answered I a thick
voice J=

What Is itl Another disaster I suppose

Ilsomebody else ded-
Yermehodyi Honorias dead Burned

to delth at ball
i Great God Honoria burned tdeathii
aad better go

I advise you not Bingham I wouldnt
j go to the hospital if I were you Screw your

Eelf up and if you can give mo something tIj drink Im about doneI must screw my-

self up
I And here we may leave this most fortunate
I and gifted man Farewell to Geoffrey Bing
i ham

ENVOL
I

Thus then did these human atoms work
out their destinijs these little grains of ani-
mated

¬

dust blown hither and thither by nbreath which cacio they knew not whence-
If there be any malicious principle among

tho pow rs around us that deigns t find
amusement in tho futile vagaries of man
well might itlaugh and laugh again at the

get results of al this scheming of all these
loves hates and if theo be any

pitiful principle well might it sigh over the
infinite pathos of human helplessness Owen
Davies lost in his own passion Geoffrey
crowned with prosperity and haunted by un ¬

dying sorrow Honoria perishjug wretchedly
in her hour of satisfied ambition Elizabeth
gaining ner end to lose it in the grave Bea-

trice
¬

sacrificing herself in love and blindness
and thereby casting out her joy

Oh if site had been content to humbly trust
in the Providence above her if sho had but I

left that deed tinijarcd for one short weekI

But Geoffrey sUl remained and the child
after hanging a while between life and
death recovered and was left t comfort
him May she survive to be a happy wife
and mother living under conditions more fa-

vorable to her well being than those which
trampled out the life of that mistaken vo
man the ill starred great souled Beatrice
and broke her fathers heart

Say what are we Wo are but arrows
winged with fears and shot from darkness
into darkness we aro blind leader of tho
blind ajjnlea beaters of this wintry air lost
travelers by many stony paths ending in one
end Tell us you who havo outworn the com-
mon tragedy and passed the narrow way what
lies beyond its gate You are dumb or ws
cannot hear you speak

But Beatrice knows today
THE mm

HE PREFERRED IT

Why tho Third Officer Kodo Under tho
Car Seat

Three brother officers were traveling
from Umritsir to Lahore where they

j had been playing polo during the after1
noon One of them tired after thei

game fell asleep on one of the seats
j His railway ticket which was sticking

nlittle out of his pocket was promptly
j annexed by one of the others and trans
j
I erred to his own pocket When near
jing Lahore his brother officers awoke
j the sleeping youth saying

Now then old man Get up Here
I we arel

It was still broad daylight and for
some reason or other the train was pulled

I
up some little way outside the station

the
All ticket ready please shouted

j Two of our friends promptly found
theirs ready for the ticket collector
when ho should make his appearance-
The third searched this pocket that
pocket here everywhere but could find
no ticket

1
1

Good gracious where is my ticket
he said I know Iliad one right enough

I when I started You fellows saw me get
it didnt you he asked

I
I Yes you had it right enough they

said Where on earth can you have
put it

I dont know blessed if I do he re-
plied in desperation-

Youll have to pay the fare said the
I

others consolingly Its not much
But I havent a cent with me he

I

returned Will you fellows lend me
I some dibs

Both said they were as high and dry
Jas he was in regard to money

Tickets please said the collector
at last quite close to the carriage

What the dickens shall I do said
the ticketless one

Oh get under the seat said the
others quick I quick man here he
comes

Under the seat like a shot went the
man without uticket When the ticket
collector came to the door three tickets
were hanlel up

have given me three tickets sir1
ho said but I see only two gentlemen
where is tho third

Ohl hes under the seat they said
with the greatest nonchalance as if it
were an ordinary every lay affair

Under the seat echoed the ticket
collector in a tone of surprise what is
he doing thercOh always travels under the seat
they said he prefers it TitBits-

Discourigijiji

j I dont feel vewy much encourwaged-
about existence and that soht of thing
sail Willio Wishington

What tho matter now1 asked his
sympathizing friend

Why I went tnbahber yesterday-
and said I want you to shave me

j And what did lie say
I He said certainly dwop in any time
you happen to need it Washington-
Post

I Getting Down to Solid Comfort
I

I

5 X

ii-

I

L
31 z==Z2r Z r 5 V

I
i j 1 j S-

JuLjfrxJi4L ffatr
I

i

I

I

I

I
I

fj

I

Count Parasetti Waiter I seem to be
the only One in the dining room

The Waiter Yos might boss Drest-
ob d folks has ea-

tII I I

iIi I I1 nfl fc-
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I
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I

I
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Count Parasetti That being the case

I think that for once Ill enjoy my soup
Tuthzss
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1

CHAPTER

r

H

I
f

you GO to England tomorrowr
I was on the point of leaving India

and turing to England when he sent
for me At least to be accurate and I
am nlways accurate I vanot quite on
tho point but nearly for I was going to
startby the mail on the following day
Thad been up io Government house to
take my leave few days before but Sir
John had been too i to seo me or at

lasthe had said he was And now he
mpch wors dying it seemed from

all accounts and he had sejitdown ann
tive servant in the noonday heat with a I

note written in his shaking old hand
begging mo tocqme up as soon as it became cooler Ho said he had a commis ¬

sion which he was anxious I should do
for hhnjn England

Of COurse T went It was not very
convenient because I had borrow one
of our fellows traps a8 I had sold my
own and none of them had the confi-
dence

¬

my driving which had myself-
I was also obliged to leave tile packing
of my collection of Malay krsesand In-
dian

¬

kookeriesto my berer
j I wondered as I drove along why Sir
John had sentfor me Worse was he
Dying ut a friend Poor old
man He had done pretty well in this
world but I was airajd he would not be
up to lUC pnco ho was out of it and
now it seemed he was going felt
sorry for him I felt more sorry when I
saw himwhen thpstnll long faced A
D C took mo into hisroom and left us

Yes Sir John was certainly going
There wasno mistake aboutt it It was
writtenjn every line of his drawn fever
worn face and in his wide fever lit
eyes and in tber clutch of his long yel¬

low bandsuponliis tussore sldressing
gown He looked a very bad old-

II man as he lnythere on his low couch
placed so as to court the air from without
cooled Toy its passagfe through damped
grass screens aijd o receive the full
strength of tIle punk h pulled by an in-

visible
t

hand outside
I You go fto England tomorrow he
asked sharply

It was written eyen in the change of

i voice whicli vas harsh atf of old
with all the strength gone out of it

By tomorrows mail I said I
should have liked to say something snore

something sympathetic about his belug ill and not likely to get better but
he had always jreyteflme discourteously
when he was well and I could not open
out all at once now that he was ill

Look here Middleton ho went on
I am dying and I know it I dont

suppose you imagined I had sent for you
to bid you a last farewel before denrting to my long home am not
a hurry to deparas all that I can tell
you but there something antdone

thatwant you to do for me
to done it myself but I am down
now rind I must trust somebody I
lJowbettr than to trust a clever man

fool but 1 am digressing-
from tho case in ppint 1 have never
trusted anybody all my life so you may

fee honored I have a small parcel
I want tou to take to England for

me Hero it is
j His long lean hands went searching
in his dressing gdthalia presently
produced an old brown joag held to-

gether
¬

at tie udckby astring
Soc hpreWHasaid nijuh0 pushed the

glasses and vljfeiS ttsl Vfifoni the table
near him andlmdid the siring Then he
craned for afslt tf look1 abqiij him lay j

ing aspasmodacvOliiVoifmebng Im
watched 1 fnioy IjuiJ jwatchcll he
said in uwhisnerHispSe eyes turning
slowly in tlibir fiocjkeH J shall be
killed for them if I kecsp them much

Conger and 1 wont be ihtrflc f into my
1II gaVe Iltake itiiitith
1 Th o nOone here 1a0id and no

onp in sight except Catiicart smoking in
the veranda 4nIchh ohly the his legs-
so ho cant senl-

11eacenjed to recover himself and
liiughed I hadnever lilted his laugh
especially when as had often happened
it had been directed against myself but
Ilk d it stlleasnow

i repeated chuckling
and ho turned the bag inside out upon
the table

Such jewels I had never seen They
I

f Gut finn upon thbmarbto tablePit and burnin1iith A
largo diamond roll d mud fell

t

upon the
floor I piskediit up and put it back
among the confused bldzo of precious
stiiifos too niiiQh astonished a mo-
ment

¬

to speak-
Beautifulil arent they tho old man

chuckled passing his wasted hands over
tem You wont match thdt necklaco

any jewelers in England I tore it
off an old she devil of t Ehaneos neck
after the mutiny and got a bite in tho
arm for myiiouble But shell tel no
tales1 He I dont say
ingvMiowi lc1he them lam a hum
Christian now I am so near heaven
eh Middleton He ho You dont like
to contradict mo Look at those emer-
alds

¬

The hasp is broken but it makes
apretty bracelet I dont thihk Ill tell
how the liagotbrakenlittle accident-
as JLhe lodylwho wore it gave it to me
Rather brown isnt one sideio Buit will corneoff you need not
afraid jof touching it it isnt wet He
hoi <Andtnia frescwit Look at those
Diamonds I JSrdncfieS3 would bproud I

I Qf t4 J H fom 1Jn Ml-
IS I

l-

c

1v j
t 1

I J11 tv-ia
Jf l t J F

dicr I gave him top for theSi-
Daar me how the brings
back old times But I wont leave them
out any longer We must put them
awaypt them away

glittering mass was gathered-
up and shoveled backinto the old brown
bag He looked into it onco with hungry
eyes and then he pulled the string and
pushed it over to me Take it ho said

Put it away now Pat it away he
repeated as I hesitated-

I put tho bag into my pocket Ho gave-
a long sigh as h3 watched it disappear-

Now what you have got to do with
that bag ho said a moment afterward-

is to take it to Ralph J anvera the sec-
ond

¬

son of Sir George Danvers of Stoke
Moreton in Dshire Sir Georgo has
got two sons I have never neon him or
his sons but I dont mean the eldest to
have them Ho is a spendthrift They-
are all for Ralph who is a steady fel¬

low and going to marry a nice gratleast I suppose she is a nice girl
who are going to bemaredalways are
nice Those jewels ¬

mony for Mrs Ralph and if she is like
other women itr will need sweetening-
There now you have got them aLd that-
is what you have got to do with them
Thero is the address written on this
card With my compliments you per-

ceive
¬

He he dont suppose they will
remember who I am

Have you relations I asked for
I

I am always strongly of opinion that i

property should be bequeathed to rela-
tives

¬

especially near relatives rather
than to entire strangers

None he replied not even poor re ¬

lations I have no deserving nephew or

Sot< cousin If 1 had they would be
at this moment smoothing the pil-

low of the departing saint and wonder-
ing how much they would get You
may mako your mind easy on that score

Ten who i this Ralph whom you
and to whomnever seen you are

leaving so much I asked with my
usual desire for information

Ho glared at mo for a moment and
then he turned his face away I

Dn it What does it matter now
Im dying he said And then he added
hoarsely 11 know his mother-

I could not speak but involuntarily I
put out my hand and took hs leaden
one and held it He scowled me and
then the words came out as iin spite of t

himself
Sheif she had married me who

lows what might But she mar¬ I

red She called her second I

Spa Ralph My first name is Ralph
Then with a sudden change of tone I

pulling away his hand There now
you know all about it Edifying isnt-
it

I

These scenes always have-
an element of interest havent they I

Good evening ringing the bell at hi-
selbowI cant say I hope wo shall
meet again it would be impolite No

i dont let me keep you Goodby again
Goodby Sir John 1 said talcing

impatient hand and shaking it gently
God bless you-

Thankee grinned the old man with
a sardonic chuckle If anything could

I

do me good that will Im sure Good
I

byAs
I breakfasted next morning previ-

ously
¬

to my departure I cod not help
reflecting on the position in
which I was now returning to England-

as a colonel on long leave to that in
which I had left it many I do not care
to think how many years ago the
youngest ensign in the regiment-

It was curious to remember that in my
youth I had always been considered the
fool of the family most unjustly so con1
titTered when I lot back at my quick
promotion owing to casualties and at
my long and prosperous career in India
which I cannot but regard as the result-
of high principles and abilities to say the
least of it of not tho meanest order On
the point of returning to England the
trust Sir John had with his usual shrewd-
ness

¬

reposed in me was an additional
proof if proof were needed of the confi-

dence
¬

I had inspired in hima confi ¬

dence which seemed to have ripened
suddenly at the end of his life after
many years of hardly concealed mockery-
and derision Just as I was finishing
my reflections and my breakfast Dickson

one of tho last joined subalterns came in
Tins is very awful he said so grave-

ly
¬

that I turned to look him
What is awful

I Dont you know ho replied
Havent you heard about Sir John

last night
I Dead leaked

He nodded and than hg said
i Murdered in the right Cathcart

heard a noise anti went stumbled-
over him on the floor As he came in he
saw the lamp knocked over and a figure
rush out through tho veranda The
moon was bright and ho saw a man russ
across a clear space in the moonlight
si tall slightly built man in native dress
but not a native Cathcart said that he
would take his oath on by his build
He roused tho house but the man got
clean off of course

Anti Sir John
jSiIJohn was quite dead when Cath

crt got back to him He fonne him
llying on hisface His arms were spread-
out dud his dressing gown was1 torn as
if he had struggled hard His pockets-
had beta turned inside out his writing
table drawers forced open the whole
room had been ransacked Yet the old
mans gold watch had not been touched
and some money mono of tho drawers
had not been taken What on earth is
the meaning of it al flaid young Diok
son below his What was the
thief after

In a moment the truth flashed across
my brain I put two and two together
sis quickly as most men I fancy The
jewels Some one had got wind of the

jewel which at that moment were re-

posing
¬

on my own person in their old
brown bag Sir John had been only just
in time

What was ho looking for continued
Dickson walkdaj up and down °The
old man must haro had eonio paper or
other about him that the wanted tget
hold what Cathcart says
nothing whatever hasbeen taken ttiI

aa he can e6 at present
v

5
t tH-s

t nf>

I

I was perfectly Sent It is notcver Iawho would been so imy
place but I va I know when hold
my tongue thank heaven

Presontry others came in all full of
the same tubject and then suddenly I
remembered that it was getting late
and there was a bustle and a leave tak-
ing

¬

and I had to pest oft before I could
hear more Not however that theo
was much more to hear for everything
seemed to be in the greatest confusion

I and every species of conjecture was afloat-
as to the real criminal and the mctivo

I for the crime
I had not much tie to think any-

thing
I dtb9 I

I

during ft day on yet
I buy ni I was in arranging andrearrang
ing my things poor Old Sir John never
seemed quite absent from my mind His
image aI had last seen him constantly-
rose before me and the hoarse whisper
was forever sounding in my ear Im-
watched I know Tin watche could
not get him out of my was un-
able

¬

to sleep the first night I was on-

board and as the long hours woro on I
always seemed to see the pale searching
eyes of the dead man and above the

i manifold noises of the steamer and the
perpetual lapping of tho calm water

I
against my ear came the whisper Im
watched I know Im watched

CHAPTER H
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They will look lovely set In gold as a
bracelet on her anI was all right next day I suppose J

had had what women call nerves J
never knew what nerves meant before
because no two women I ever met
seemed to have the same kind I it is
slamming a door that upsets one wom ¬

ans nerves it may be coming in on
tiptoe that il upset anothers You
never can But I am sure it was
nerves with me that first night I know
I have never felt so queer since Oh I

yes I have though once I was for
getting but I have not come to that yet

Wo had a splendid passage home
Most of the passengers were in good
spirits at the thought of seeing England
again and even tho children were not so
troublesome as I have known them I
soon made friends with some of the
nicest people for I generally make

fendeasily I do not know how I do
always seem to know what peo-

ple really are at first sight I always
was rather a judge of character

There was one man on board whom I
took a great fancy to from the first He-

WS a young American traveling about-
as Americans do to see the world I for-
get

I

where he had come fromthough I
believe he told mer why he was going
to London but a nicer young fellow I
never met Ho was rather simple and
unsophisticated and with less knowledge
of the world than any man I ever knew
but he did not mind owning to it and
was agrateful as possible for any little
hints which aan older man who hanot gone through life with his eyes
I was of course ablEto give him He
was of a shy disposition I coul see and
wanted drawing out but soon took
to me and in a surprisingly short time
we became friends

He was in the next cabin to mine and
evidently wished so much to have been
with me that I tried to get another man

I
to exchange but he was grumpy about
it and I had to give it up much to yOung

I

Cars disappointment Indeed ho was
qmtp silent and morose for a whole day-

II about it poor fellow Ho was a tall
j handsome young man slightly built
I with tho kind of sallow complexion that
j women admire and I wondered at his
preferring my company to that of tho
womankind on board who were certain-
ly

¬

very civil to him
One evening when I was rallying him

on the subject as we were leaning over
the side for though it was December it
was hot enough in the Reel Sea to lounge

I on deck he told me that ho was en¬

gaged to be married to a beautiful young
i American girl I forgot her name but
I remember he told it me Dnlcima

I something but if in of no consequence
U quite understood then I always ca-
r enter into the fe of others so enlHg
tirely I know nIwaengaged my
self once long ago 1 did not seemto

I
care to tlc to any one but her She did
not feel the same about it which per-

haps
¬

accounted fur her marrying some
I

ono else which was quite a blow to me-

t thotime But still I could fully enter
into young Caps especiaUy-

II when ho 01 to expatiate on leperfections Nothing he averred was
too good for her At last he damped
his voice and after looking about himi

in tljo dusk to make sure he was not
overheard he said

I have picked up a few stones for her
on my travels a few sapphires of consid
erablo value I dont care to have it
generally known that I have jewels
about me but I dont mind teljing you

I My dear fellow I replied laying my
hand on his shoulder apd sing my
voice to a whisper not a sou boadj

this vessel snspectsit but so I
was too lark fQr me to see his faceII felt that ho was much impressed

j

by what I had told him
Then you wl1know where I had bet

ter keep lne 0 said a moment later
with his impulsive boyish confidence

How fortunate I told you about them
Some are of considerable value and
and I dont know where to put them
that they will be absolutely safe I
never carried about jewels with me be¬

fore and I am nervous about losinir

them you understand And he nodded
significantly at me Now where would
you advise no to keep them

On you I said significantly
But whereHe wa than even I could have

believed
lily dear boy I said hardly able to

refrain from laughing do aI doput
them in a bag within string to it Put
the string aron your neck and wear
that bagtmiter your clothes night antday
ut night as well he asked anxiously

Of cu Yon aro just alikely to
foso them jts you aitinjthenight

1
as

zt-

r
r

in the days Z
uIavermuch obliged t You hi

replied wltakyour adV thit
very night say added suddenly-

you would not care to see them wore
you I would not have anyoe
catch sight of them for a goodeal but
I would show them you a momenta
Everyone else is on deck just now ia
you would like to come down into mj
cabin-

I hardly know one stone from another
and never could ti a diamond fmpaste but he sanxious to
ms what he had that I did not like toi
refuse

below
By nil means I said And wo went

It was very dark in Carrs cabin mimi

after he had let me inha locked the door
carefully before he struck a light Ho
looked quite pale in thought of the lamp
after the red dusk of the warm evening-
on deck want to have other felowcoming in he said in a whisper noding at the door

He stood looking at me for a moment-
as if irresolute and then ho suddenly
seemed to arrive at some decision for ho
pulled small parcel out of his petand began to open it

They really were not much to look atv
though I would not havo told him so for
word There were a few spphires

i one of a considerable size but uncutand some handsome turquoises bU
of perfect color He turned them over
with evident admiration

I

They wilook lovely set in gold aher he saida on arm softy
He was very much in love poor
And then ho added humbly But I
dare say they are nothing to yours

I I chuckled to myself at the thought of
his astonishment when ho should actually
behold them but I only sid

ii Would you like t seo them andjudge for yourself
i Oh if giving you too much
trouble he exclaimed gratefully with
shining eyes Its very kind of you I
did not like to ask Have you got them

i with you
j I nodded and proceeded to unbutton
mv coat

At that moment a voice was heard
shouting down the companion ladder

Carr I say Carr you are wanted
and in another moment some one was
hammering on the door

Carr sprang to his feet looking pos
itively savage

Carr shouted the voice again I

Come out I say you are wanted
Button up your coat he whispered

scowling suddenly and with an oath ho
opened the door

Poor Carr He was quite put out I
could see though he recovered himself
iin a moment and went off laughing with
the man who had been sent for him to
take his part in a rehearsal which had
been suddenly resolved on for theatri ¬

cals had been brewing fpr some time
and he had promised to act in them I
had not been asked t join so I saw no
more of him that night The following
morning as 1 was taking an early turn
on deck he joined me and said with a
smile as he linked his arm in mine I
was put out last wasnt ifBut you got over it in a moment I
replied 1 quite admired you and
after all you know some other time

No he said smiling still not some
other time 1 dont think will see them

thanks al the same They might put
me out conceit with what I have
picked up for my little girl which are
the best I can afford

He seemed to have lost all interest ithe subject for he began to talk
England and of London about which-
he appeared to have that land of vague
half and half knowledge which so often
proves misleading to young men newly f
lunched into town life When he

as he soon did that I was to-

a certain extent familiar with the me-

tropolis
¬

he began to question me mi<

nutely and ended by making me prom-
ise to dine with him at the Criterion of
which he had actually never heard and
go with him afterward to the best of
the theatres the day after we arrived in
London-

He wanted me to go with hint thevery
evening we arrived but on that point I
was firm My sister Jane who was liv-

ing
¬

with a hen canary called Bob after
me before its sex was kowin a salhouse in Kensington woud naturally
hurt if I did not spend my first evening
in England with her after an absence of
so many years

Carr was much interested to hear that
I had a sister and asked innumerable
questions about her Was she young
and lovely or was she getting on Did
she live all by herel and was I going
to stay with for long Was not Ken-
sington

¬

was that the name of thestetrather out of the world etc
I was pleased with the interest he took

in any partcaabout mysl and my
People so care to hear

about the concerns of others Indeed I
have noticed as I advance in life such
a general want of interest on the parof
my acquaintance in the minutis my
personal affairs that of late I have amostceased t speak of them at any
length Car however who was of
what I should call a truly domestic turn
of character such pleasshowed gelUeurein heang mysel ad my re-

lations asked call iLndoniorder to make Janes acquaintance
and accordingly gave him her address
whi h he took down at once in his note
book with evident satisfaction

Or passage was long but it proved
uneventful and except for aoc-

casional dance and the theatricals before mentioned it would have been dull
in tho extreme The theatricals cer-

tainly
¬

were a great success mainly ow-

ing
¬

to the splendid acting young Car
who became afterward a more special
objectof favor even than he was before

Iwas bitterly cold when we landed
early in Januarr at Southampton and
my n lad seemed have retired
from view behind a thick veil of fog

Wo had a wretched journey up to
London pecked as tight asardines in a
tin much to tho disgust of Carr who
accompanied mo to towand who with
his usual thoughtfulness had in vain
endeavored to keep the carriage to our-
selves

¬

by lberl tips to guards and po-
rter

¬

we at last arrived in Lon-
don

¬

heinsisted on getting me a cab and
seeing my luggage onto it before ho
looked after his own at all It was only
when had given the cabman my sis¬

ters address that ho finally took hle V9 anddisappsared amongthothrong
of people who were joseach other
near the luggage V

Curiously eouh w enI arrived at
mydestination a thing ppeed

I
t I got out
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